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Dear Parents and Friends of Troop 243, 
Troop Outings & Activities – February 2 starts February off commemorating the 100th anniversary of scouting in the United States.  Troop 243’s annual flower sale kicks of on February 3rd with sale submissions being accepted every Wednesday.  Troop 243 hosts the District adult recognition dinner at St. Barnabas on February 6th.  Venture Crew 243 with support from Troop 243 hosts a pancake breakfast on February 14th and Merit Badge University wraps up the month on February 27th.
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Class A uniforms are expected.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.

February 3rd, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting and Flower Sale Kickoff  

February 10th, 7:00 PM - Troop Meeting – Science
February 17th, 7:00 PM – Patrol Meeting 
February 24th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Court of Honor
Flower Sale 2010 – The Flower Sale kickoff will be held on Wednesday, February 3rd instead of the normal troop meeting.  The first sale turn in will be February 17th and we will accept orders every Wednesday through April 14th.  April 21st we will set up for the flower sale, usually starting at 6:30.  Orders for delivery will be pulled starting around noon, Thursday Aril 22.  If you are delivering flowers and you should pick them up on Thursday 22nd or Friday 23rd.  If not, your delivery order will mixed in with the rest of the orders to picked up on Saturday.  Scouts are responsible for any flowers that customers do not pick up.  Flowers should not be left at St. Barnabas after 2:00 PM Sunday April 25th.  April 21st
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Order of the Arrow Award - The Order of the Arrow is the national honor society of the Boy Scouts of America and is composed of scouts selected by their peers who exemplify the ideals of scouting. The creed of inducted members, known as Arrowmen or Brothers, is the brotherhood of cheerful service.  Troop/Crew 243’s own Michael Koprucki, pictured to the left, just won the Arrowman of the Year award for 2009, covering the Lincoln Heritage Council area from Talegewi Lodge 62.  This award is given “For his demonstrated leadership, service and perseverance.”  Congratulations Michael!
Venture Crew  – Crew 243 will host a pancake breakfast on February 14th from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.  We encourage everyone to come out and have a great breakfast with friends and family!  We still have $25.00 place mat advertisements available.  Two pancake breakfast tickets are included with the purchase price.

Troop Leadership meetings – The Patrol Leadership Council meeting will be held on Sunday February 21st at 4:00.  The Adult leadership meetings will be held on Monday February 22nd from 7-9.  All are invited to come out and participate!

District Recognition Dinner – Troop 243 will once again host the Cherokee District’s adult recognition dinner in Gallagher Hall on February 6th.  The district gives out various adult awards and expresses its appreciation for the many adult leadership hours that are given.  The troop will pay for any adult leader who wants to attend this dinner.  
Cub Scouts Cross Over to Boy Scouts
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In the January/February time frame each year, members of the JPII Cub Scout Pack cross over to the Boy Scouts.  Pictured below are 3 boys who recently crossed over and the Boy Scouts that received them into Troop 243 symbolically giving them the support of the troop in their pursuit of the Eagle rank.  All three of these Cubs earned the highest award available to Cub Scouts called the Arrow of light.  Arrow of Light is the only Cub award that can be carried forward to the Boy Scout uniform and even to the adult leadership uniform.  In addition, two of these boys earned both Cub Catholic religion awards.  While all 3 boys can go on to earn the Boy Scout Catholic awards, the two with the Cub Scout awards will have the ability to earn all 4 Scouting Catholic awards, which is considerably easier said than done.  Congratulations to these boys and to the families who support them!

Merit Badge University – Merit Badge University will be held on February 27th from 8-4:30.  Registration has been submitted and we will know the approved classes in the next couple of weeks.  
Advisor needs – The troop is still in search of an equipment advisor as well as someone to put together the boating related troop meetings coming up this spring.  
Troop Gift Cards – Transportation to the vast majority of our outings is free to our scouts and leadership but it is not free.  The cost of maintenance, fuel and insurance for our bus is paid by the Friends of Troop 243 which is funded by the Kroger and Thorntons gift card programs.  We encourage all parents, members, relatives and friends to use Troop 243’s Kroger and Thorntons gift cards.  Whenever you see Frank Hulsman at any function it is likely that he has a few gift cards with him.  Please stop Frank at any time and ask him for one of these cards and he will be glad to give you one.  

Yours in Scouting,

 Bruce Bohn

Troop Secretary

